Elders Training Workshop

January 8, 2009
“As Each Day Ends. For Special Focus!”

Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J.Mahaney     
Assignment:  Please read Chapter 6 & 7 Humility: True Greatness by C.J. Mahaney. Pages 79 – 95 and answer the following questions for Round Table Discussion.
Scripture Meditation:  Psalm 63:1 – 11 (vs. 5 – 7); Psalm 42:6 – 11 (8)

Introduction
In last month’s study (Chapter 5) Mahaney ushered us to our great pursuit: The practice of true humility. Information without application results in hardened hearts without transformation. (Heb. 3:13). We begin to cultivate humility and weaken our pride only as we commit to begin each day in the Lord’s presence, reflecting on the cross of Christ and acknowledging our need of Him, gratitude to Him and our assignment from Him.
In this session, we will examine the next two chapters (6 and 7) together. Here we learn that it is as important to end each day in the Lord’s presence as it is to begin with Him. As we do, Chapter Seven reminds us that while developing this daily routine we should intentionally focus on the One in whose presence we live and whose presence lives in and through us.
One insight while reading Chapter Seven shocked me. According to Mahaney, God has “ordained” the game of golf for a very express purpose. Apparently, it was designed to help you recognize your sinfulness. Golfers seem to think more highly of themselves than they ought to think and do not think with sober judgment. (Rom 12:3). Therefore, golf is meant to keep you humble. “If you play at all,” Mahaney states, “you know all about those shots that result in laughter from your partners and humiliation for you.” Now I ask you: is playing golf one of the requirements for being a qualified elder or pastor at RCC? When is the next tournament, I have much to learn!!
Scripture Study:  Psalm 63:1 – 11; 42:6 – 11.
1. How does David describe his deepest feelings in Psa. 63:1 and Psa. 42:1 – 3?

2. What does David do?  Where does je go to regain his courage and hope in these difficult times?  Psa. 63:2 – 4; Psa. 42:4 – 6.

3. Notice that he doesn’t merely “go to church” as his religious duty, what more does he do? (Psa. 63:5, 7; 42:8)

4. In Psa. 42:4, 6, David remembers God. How does that help in tough times?                  (In Psa. 63:5 – 7, he meditates on God, who He is, what He has done in the past – or that day, how can this practice strengthen you in your times of weakness?
Book Study:

1. Why isn’t it enough for us as Christians to assume, that beginning each morning in the Lord’s presence is ‘good enough?’ Pg. 79 – 80.

2. What does Mahaney mean by ‘cosmic plagiarism’ and what does he suggest how to avoid doing it? Pg. 80 – 82.
3. What practical insights did you gain from Mahaney’s challenge to accept the gift of sleep…as a daily reminder from God?

4. In the midst of beginning and ending each day in the conscious presence of God, why is it important to intentionally study the attributes of God? Pg. 87 – 90.

5. As you study the character of God, why it also important to comprehend God’s grace as a way to curb our old prideful nature? Pg. 90 – 91.

6. Once you have reflected on the glory and grace of God, what purpose is served to also study the doctrine of sin? Pg. 92 – 94.

Application
Having read Chapters 6 and 7:

1. What significant insight or discovery have you made about yourself, God, the importance of developing a devotional life?
2. Knowing that transformation can not take place apart from application, what are you committing yourself to do?
